
ax Thrust 
products are 
imported and 

sold here by 
Century UK and 

there is a prolifi c 

and impressive 

line up, including 

a massive B-17 

which heads up the range. All Max Thrust 

models are electric and all are moulded 

from EPS foam which the company 

describes as Epofl exi, so to clarify, it’s 

the sort of foam that bends and bounces 

before it breaks – i.e. the tough stuff!

The pretty little Ryan STA is their 

latest offering and for those unfamiliar 

with the type, this ‘golden-era’ light 

aeroplane certainly looks the part. The 

Ryan STA came from a period where 

curves prevailed over straight lines and 

the sweep of the draughtsman’s pencil 

determine the lines, rather than some cold 

computer algorithm! 

The kit
The kit is highly prefabricated as you 

would imagine for an electric ‘foamy’ 

and to that end, all the parts are nicely 

moulded in Epofl exi with relief details 

such as panel lines and rivets and so 

forth included. There are four basic 

major components to assemble, plus the 

ancillaries, with the complete fuselage, the 

wing, tailplane and fi n-rudder assembly 

completely fi nished and individually 

bagged in the compartmented foam tray in 

the large container that the model arrives 

in. Mine landed on the mat damage free 

and that’s always a great start!

Tipping the contents, metaphorically at 

least, onto the bench (well coffee table…) 

there are a number of little plastic re-

sealable bags containing all the fi xings, 

the propeller and spinner, the two spatted 

undercarriage sets and the tailwheel 

assembly. There is also a huge bunch of 

preformed rigging wires and a couple of 

bags of springs to hook these up with. 

Finally, a tube of adhesive is included, 

along with a few A-4 sheets of instructions.

M
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Sleek and spatted STA from Century

Sleek and spatted STA from CenturyRYANSTA

Max Thrust

Test Flight
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Glenda, Glenis, Greta or whatever her name was, looking very comely from this angle!
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Getting Started
The fi rst job is to mount the tailplane to the rear fuselage half and here the instructions tell you to glue the tail in place prior to bolting things together. Well I didn’t – it’s completely pointless given that the tailplane is held on with a total of three 4mm steel bolts, so unless my tailplane detaches during the test fl ying part of this review, this advice is staying put. Oh yes – remember to glue the tailwheel to that hugely thick rudder – I didn’t and the tailplane had to be removed again, but I was in ‘smug-mode’ not having glued the tail in place to begin with!
The wing simply bolts onto the lower fuselage centre after teasing the aileron wires up through the orifi ce in the fuselage fl oor and then all that’s left to do is mount all the control horns, which were screwed in place with no snags. Now for the fun part!

Chinese puzzle!Those wires and springs – oh how 

I laughed as I wriggled and fi ddled, struggled and cursed but eventually the correct wires were in the correct place held on with the correct springs which were affi xed to the airframe with the correct screws! The instructions are pretty vague here but intuition and a bit of good old common sense we got there in the end. Hooking up the rigging wires wasn’t too hard as these are nicely formed from piano-wire and of the correct length too, unlike a similarly prepared kit reviewed in this journal a while back, as some of you may recall!
Prop in a spin!
The propeller and spinner presented a challenge as there was an obvious problem with my kit, which is an early production model. Put simply, the propeller was such a poor fi t that I could have easily (well maybe not easily…) thrown it onto the drive shaft from the other side of the room. After a bit of head scratching, a 10mm length of fuel tube from my scrap box formed a bush 

so that it centred but when I came to bolt it in place there was no washer and with the orifi ce oversized in the prop centre, I had to go digging for one of those too! Finally, just to round off my misery at this juncture, the spinner screws were long enough to foul the motor casing and had to be snipped off, so black marks all round here then Mr Thrust – or Max as his mates call him!
Thinly disguised!With my model now assembled – total time about three hours all in, I picked it up by one wing only to put my fi nger thorough something underneath. Ah – the chequerboard decal, is tissue paper thin and it covers two additional servo bays at the wing roots and looking further, there are horn positions and a hinge line for fl aps. I see now, well this is great, or would be if they were alluded to in the instructions but not a thing about these in the blurb either inside or on the box art, which is very odd! If you want to put fl aps on the 

model then you can – all the donkey work has been executed by our man Max (as I now call him, having got to know him better….) but having poked and cut away the unsupported decal areas to neaten things up, I then clear taped over the unwanted fl ap gaps and servo bays.

RC fi t
You’ll need a receiver and a fl ight battery to get this bird into the air and I fi tted the recommended 1350 3S LiPo and a Spektrum receiver. I pulled a bit of sticky backed Velcro from my parts bins (be good if this was included in the kit…) and prepared my receiver and the ESC for mounting to the fuselage interior and worked out where they could go. First things fi rst though, for until you work out the battery position and fi xing, there’s no mileage in blocking its entry with your ancillaries! In the end, my receiver went to the rear with the ESC affi xed to one side of the lower cockpit orifi ce area and I then hooked everything up and 

programmed the model into my   DX7 transmitter!

It’s a question of balance!Checking the instructions, the centre of gravity is recommended at 45mm aft from the leading edge of the wing. Checking this dimension proved that this was simply under the little wing strut and the easiest way to check for balance was simply by supporting the model with the rigging wires at the strut fi xings on my fi ngertips. The 1350 battery I used had to be pushed as far forward as it would go and with it’s snug fi t into the orifi ce in the fuselage I then pushed a little foam up behind it for security and that was that – job done!

Setting things upWith the receiver and transmitter bound together,  the model was then programmed as per the instructions for control throws and exponential to taste – 30% in my case. Dual rates, which I tend not to use, were in this instance set 

up, with a ‘lairy’ setting atop my standard throws – I like my models ‘lairy’ but for test fl ights, best err on the side of caution!That was about it – I checked all the fi xings, tightening and settling things down before charging the fl ight battery fully but we couldn’t go test fl ying yet could we, for there was defi nitely something missing! I poked around in the workshop and came up with a rather curvaceous blonde intimation of Amelia Airhart who was sliced and diced to fi t the snug cockpit of the little STA and now we were good to go!

Test fl ights
The little EDF Sabre reviewed elsewhere in this issue was tossed into the car along with the pretty little Ryan STA. The weather had dawn calm and sunny after a few days of horrendous ‘cack’ not to put too fi ne a point on things and I was keen to get my review fl eet tested before the press deadline, so today was the day!Arriving at my favourite beach, which is absolutely no good for model fl ying 

Glenis waves to an appreciative crowd as she zooms along the showline – 
very evocative of the period from whence this one dates from.“ ”
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in the summer, but quite excellent on a 

cold winter’s day, when it’s pretty empty, 

I posed the cute little Ryan this way 

and that before hooking up the 1350 

3S battery and powering up the model 

and transmitter. All proved fi ne during 

the range test (which you should always 

undertake) and there was nothing more to 

hold me back from committing aviation.

Taking off
Pegging the throttle to the stop, the STA 

leaped along the runway and was very 

quickly aloft and looking the part. I made a 

mental note to trim the rudder after landing 

as she was a tad squirrelly on the take off 

run, but nothing beyond mildly entertaining 

and once aloft the only trimming needed 

was a fairly prodigious input of up elevator, 

but once that was sorted we were fl ying 

fairly hands off with no worries.

Heeling the Ryan around in the azure 

blue winter sky, the immediate impression 

of a classic 1930’s racing aeroplane was 

evident for all to see, with the rigging really 

enhancing the look of the model, allied to 

the superb colour scheme. I know you can 

have a yellow and grey alternative if you 

so choose, but looking at the images of 

this one, would you?
During the fi rst sortie I did pick up on a 

very sensitive elevator and made a mental 

note to calm it down and there was also a 

marked pitch change with the application 

and reduction of throttle, so something 

needed tweaking there. Don’t get me 

wrong, it wasn’t huge, but defi nitely there 

and therefore a case for trimming and 

adjustment!
Throttling back for a low pass for the 

camera, the Ryan STA looked picture 

perfect and the whole joy of this type 

of model is just seeing it carving the air 

looking suitably period. I made many low 

passes and touch and goes before heeling 

her around for a landing, which wasn’t 

quite as smooth as I normally manage, 

due in part to that pitch differential twixt 

throttle on and glide, but we got there in 

the end and after a short break, I was 

enthused enough to have another go. 

There was plenty of power left in that 

modest 1350 LiPo and I’m estimating 

between 5 and 10 minutes duration 

depending on your throttle management 

with this one.

What goes up must come down!

Subsequent landings confi rmed that 

the model would suddenly stall after 

showing very good low speed manners 

and undoubtedly, the balance point or 

‘C/G’ was further aft that optimum, but 

my battery was pushed as far forward 

as possible, so the only answer to that 

is some lead in the nose. In fairness, 

Glamerous Glenis – or should that be 

Gorgeous Greta ? – whoever anyway, was 

partly to blame as she sits well behind the 
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History
The Ryan STA, designed in 1934 by T. Claude 
Ryan and was by no stretch, considered a cheap 
aeroplane, costing around $6000 dollars at the 
time and that’s when 6000 dollars was an awful 
lot of money! The type fi rst fl ew as the model ST, 
hauled aloft by a modest 95-horsepower Menasco 
four cylinder, in-line engine. Only a few ST’s were 
produced, following which the 95 horsepower 
engine was replaced with the 125 horsepower 
C-4 Menasco which gave the aeroplane more 
performance. Tex Rankin who used an STA to 
win the International Aerobatic Championships 
in 1938 was a very luminary aviator of the period 
and he would dive the tough little machine at a 
blistering, for the period, 260 miles an hour to 
enter into his routine!

Ryan went on to produce the STA Special 
which employed a supercharged 150 horse 
C-4S Menasco and that transformed the STA, 
bestowing it with a top speed of 160 mph in level 
fl ight and it’s aerobatic prowess was equally 
sparkling!

Back in the day when aeroplanes were largely 
wood and fabric constructions, the Ryan STA’s 
fuselage framework was very modern oval 
monocoque with aluminium rings covered with 
Alclad metal sheet. The wings were of welded 
steel tube structure with a solid spruce spar beam 
and alloy ribs and the structure was then bolted 
securely to the bottom side of the fuselage and 
covered in fabric. 

The STA set many records, with Peter Dana 
fl ying his STA from California to the east coast 
in 22 hours and 6 minutes, setting a new light 
aeroplane record. Tex Rankin set an altitude 
record by climbing to 19,800 feet over Florida in 
his STA and became a demonstration pilot for the 
Ryan STA in 1936. 

A combination of beauty and solid performance 
invoked sales success and many STA’s were 
made and sold over a ten year production period! 
In 1938, the Guatemalan government bought 
six STMs, which were STAs equipped with two 
wing-mounted Lewis machine guns and   
enlarged cockpits.

balance point, but I still feel a 

sniff of lead or a bigger battery is 

the answer for perfect trim.

This is a neat little aeroplane 

and I think worth taking 

the time and trouble 

to add the fl aps 

which would then 

make the model 

a real delight 
to fl y at slow 
speeds, but 
you certainly 
don’t need them 

and that’s why 
Century opted for 

the simple four servo 

version of this STA. 

The undercarriage is tough as 

old boots and those vulnerable 

looking fat spats are moulded 

with the legs and will take a hit 

without damage, so no worries 

there, unlike some!

Rolls and loops and even a 

bit of knife-edge are well within 

the fl ying capabilities of this one 

and there’s no question 

about the looks of 

the model in the 
air and it’s strong 

too, with that 
EpoFlexi foam 
construction. 
There is power 
aplenty from 
that brushless 
motor set up and 

duration is pretty 

good too, so all in all, 

good value but with a 

few issues that Century UK are 

aware of and in responding to, 

so b y the time you read this, 

they assure me that the issues 

will be rectifi ed!    ■

and I think worth taking 

the time and trouble 

Century opted for 

the simple four servo 

and there’s no question 

about the looks of 

the model in the 
air and it’s strong 

too, with that 
EpoFlexi foam 

motor set up and 

duration is pretty 

good too, so all in all, 

good value but with a 

few issues that Century UK are 

Overall Rating:

7.5/10

Remember how much ‘gubbins’ you needed to go fl ying once upon a 
time – now not so much!

My battery needed poking forward as far as it would go for balance.

Wingspan: 
1000mm (39.

4”)

Length:  
740mm (29.1

”)

Weight:  
670g (23.6o

z)

Servos:  
9g x 4

Recommended
 Battery:

1350mAh 11.
1v Li-Po

Contact: 

Century UK 
- www.centu

ryuk.com

SPECIFICATI
ONS

Tex Rankin
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